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1. Policy Overview
Old Wilsonians’ Cricket Club (OWCC) is committed to ensuring that all children and young people (U18s) can travel to and from cricket safely. This policy outlines the responsibilities of parents/carers, coaches, match managers, and club officials, in line with ECB Safeguarding Regulations and the ECB’s Transporting Children to Cricket Activities guidance.  
OWCC’s priority is to ensure that no child is placed at risk because of inappropriate travel arrangements.

2. Parental Responsibility for Transport
· Parents/carers are fully responsible for the safe delivery and collection of their child for all OWCC matches, festivals, training sessions and cricket‑related activities.
· This expectation is consistent with ECB guidance, which states that clubs are not responsible for transporting children and must avoid organising private car transport arrangements for juniors
3. Communication of Fixtures & Training
OWCC will ensure parents/carers receive timely information via:
· WhatsApp groups
· Email
· Any additional club communication platforms as introduced
Information provided will include:
· Fixture details
· Venue address
· Start/finish times
· Club Home Contact for the fixture (usually the Coach or Match Manager)
Where a Home Contact is not listed and an emergency arises, parents must contact the Club Safeguarding Officer (Ellie Thomas).

4. Supervision Responsibilities of Coaches & Club Staff
Coaches, team managers and club staff are responsible for children only:
· During official training or match times, including warm‑ups, team talks, breaks and debriefs
· Once the child has been handed over into club care on club premises or an opposition ground
Outside these times, parents/carers hold full responsibility for their children.
The ECB stresses that supervision responsibilities begin only when the child is under the club’s care and end once they are returned to the parent/carer.  

5. Emergency & Medical Information
Coaches and club staff must ensure they have the following for every child under their care:
· Emergency contact details
· Medical information
· Allergy information
· Any relevant safeguarding notes
This aligns with ECB expectations for staff and volunteers working with children.  

6. Club Position on Transporting Children
· It is not the responsibility of coaches, team managers, or club officials to transport children to or from training sessions or matches.
· Coaches and officials must never offer lifts to juniors as part of their club role, to avoid creating 1‑to‑1 situations that conflict with ECB safeguarding guidance.  
Parents/carers must make their own arrangements for travel.

7. Permission for Participation in Away Fixtures
· Parents/carers must give consent for children to participate in all competitions, away matches, and events.
· OWCC will capture this via the annual membership/player profile form, in accordance with ECB template forms. 
This ensures that selection and participation decisions are made safely and transparently.

8. Drop‑Off & Collection Expectations
Parents/carers must:
· Check in with the head coach or team manager when dropping off their child
· Confirm collection arrangements and times (as ending times may vary due to match circumstances)
· Ensure punctual collection after training or matches
This requirement applies to:
· All junior training sessions
· All senior sessions attended by U18s
· All matchdays
Under‑13 Age Group & Younger
· Children and parents must report to the registration point prior to training.
· Children must be collected directly from the activity area by a parent/carer or named responsible adult.
This matches ECB expectations for increased supervision of younger age groups. 

9. Late Collection Procedures
OWCC recognises that occasional late collection may be unavoidable.
Parents/carers must:
· Inform the coach or team manager as soon as possible if delayed
· Ensure that late collection does not become a repeat issue
Regular late collection will be addressed by the Club Safeguarding Officer in line with ECB safeguarding practice, as repeated lateness can pose a welfare concern. 

10. Review & Oversight
· Policy Owner: OWCC Club Safeguarding Officer (Ellie Thomas)
· Last Updated: March 2026
· Next Review: March 2027
· Version: 2026.1
This policy will be reviewed annually in line with ECB safeguarding and transport guidance
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